HADLOW DOWN PARISH ASSEMBLY 2026
Clerk’s finance report on the 2026/27 Precept

A Finance Meeting was held in October 2025, where Councillors and |
conducted a thorough review of every budget line. Our priority was to ensure
the Council can continue operating on a “business as usual” basis — delivering
all statutory duties — while recognising that the cost of services across the
board has increased.

Careful consideration was also given to current and forthcoming projects, and
decisions were made to ringfence additional funding where necessary to
protect and support these commitments.

A detailed explanation of the budget was circulated in October and is available
on the Parish Council website. This outlines clearly which areas have seen
increases and explains why it has been necessary to strengthen our reserves.

By law, a Parish Council must maintain general reserves equivalent to
approximately 50% of its annual expenditure to ensure resilience against
unforeseen costs.

The Precept for 2026/27 has been set at £64,140. This represents a 47%
increase on the previous year and equates to an additional £49.97 per year for
a Band D property. We understand that any increase is significant, and this
decision was not taken lightly. However, it ensures the Council remains
financially secure, able to meet its legal obligations, and capable of delivering
services and projects for the benefit of our community.

If you have any questions regarding the Parish Council’s finances, please do not
hesitate to contact me.



