
 

 

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING of Hadlow Down Parish Council 
held in Hadlow Down Village Hall, Hadlow Down  

at 7pm on Tuesday 7th April 2026  
 

Present:  Councillors: Michael Lunn (ML) Chairman (+WDC), Peter Weston (PW) Vice Chairman, David Munday (DM), 
Stephen Lester (SL) and Graham Long (GL). 
In attendance: Vicki Rutt (Clerk), and 3 members of the public. 
 
The Clerk read out the following statement: It was recently brought to the Clerk’s attention that the Easter break is 
defined in legislation as Thursday to Tuesday, meaning the agenda should have been published before 30 March. The Clerk 
sought advice from the Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) and consulted all Councillors, who agreed the meeting could 
proceed this evening. The Standing Orders will be updated at the next meeting to clarify the definition of Easter for future 
years. 
 
1. PUBLIC QUESTIONS – A resident explained his concerns with the planning application being discussed in 6b.  
2. APOLOGIES – Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Floyd, Cllr Hobbs and Cllr Standley (ESCC).  
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – DM declared a personal interest in agenda item 12a. 
4. MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on the 3rd March 2026 was recommended for approval and signed as a true 
     record (previously circulated). 
5. OUTSTANDING ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS: 
     a. Action Log - Clerk reported from the action log which is available on the village website.  
     b. Clerks report - This was noted (previously circulated). 
6. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
     a. WD/2026/0262/LDE for WILDERNESS WOOD, MAIN ROAD, HADLOW DOWN, TN22 4HJ 
     Erection of Structure (known as the Meeting House) 
     PC comments: The Parish Council decided not to submit comments.  
     b. WD/2025/2429/FR for DRAKES HEAD DEN, LAND SE OF PIGSFOOT FARM, BRICK KILN LANE, HADLOW DOWN  
     Demolition of existing approved buildings. Retrospective permission for stationing of a shipping container and  
     temporary caravan for welfare purposes, and retention of stable building with two loose boxes. Installation of security  
     fencing and stationing of one shipping container. 
     All 5 Cllrs unanimously objected to this application on the following basis. These comments were submitted to WDC:  
     “HDPC discussed this application on the evening of Tuesday 7th April 2026 as WDC kindly granted an extension to  
       respond. Five Cllrs were present and all voted unanimously to object to this application.  
       The proposal conflicts with several adopted planning policies and would result in demonstrable harm to the character  
       and appearance of the countryside. 
       Firstly, saved Policies GD2 and DC17 of the Wealden Local Plan seek to ensure that development respects its  

 surroundings and is strictly controlled within the open countryside. The introduction and retention of shipping 
containers, a caravan, security fencing and associated structures represent incongruous and utilitarian forms of 
development that are neither essential nor appropriate in a rural setting. The cumulative scale of development 
materially alters the character of the site. 
Secondly, Policy WCS14 of the Core Strategy requires high-quality design that responds positively to local landscape 
character. The structures proposed and retained are visually intrusive and create a fragmented and cluttered 
appearance, which fails to meet the required design standards. 
If the site falls within or affects the setting of the High Weald National Landscape, Policy WCS12 applies and requires 
the conservation and enhancement of natural beauty. The urbanising impact of containers, fencing and a caravan fails 
to conserve landscape character and should therefore be given significant weight against the proposal.  The 
retrospective nature of elements of the application is also concerning, as it risks undermining the plan-led system and 
could set an undesirable precedent. 
Policy GD2 requires that any development should not adversely affect the amenities of neighbouring occupiers. 
Increased activity, noise, and visual intrusion from the structures and associated use could result in harm to 
neighbouring properties. It is also noted that there is a chemical toilet block on site, so concerns have been raised to 
how this is disposed of.  

 



 

The stationing of a caravan for welfare purposes raises concerns regarding the potential for unauthorised residential 
occupation, contrary to Policy DC17 and national policy resisting isolated homes in the countryside unless exceptional 
circumstances exist.  For these reasons, the proposal is contrary to adopted local and national planning policy. 
In addition, the Parish Council has raised concerns regarding the traffic implications associated with access to the site, 
particularly the suitability of the existing access and the potential for increased vehicle movements.  There are also 
concerns about the proposed use of a shipping container for food storage, which may indicate a more intensive or 
commercial use of the site beyond what would normally be expected in this rural location. 
Furthermore, it is noted that an Article 4 Direction already applies to the land. The existence of this Direction indicates 
that permitted development rights have been removed in order to protect the character of the area, and this should be 
given significant weight in the determination of the application. 
Conclusion, the proposal is in clear conflict with Saved Policies GD2 and DC17 of the Wealden Local Plan, and Core 
Strategy Policies WCS12 and WCS14, as well as the National Planning Policy Framework. I therefore respectfully 
request that Wealden District Council refuse this application.” 

7. REPORTS FROM CLLR BOB STANDLEY, ESCC & CLLR MICHAEL LUNN, WDC 
    ESCC - Cllr Standley was unable to attend and could not provide an update as the County Council are currently in  
    the purdah period.   
    WDC - Cllr Lunn reported that WDC did have a scrutiny and performance meeting with South East Water recently which  
    can be watched online. The main point taken from the meeting is there are unable to manage water supply with the  
    new houses being built.   
8. HIGHWAYS:  
     a. To receive an update on the A272 speed signage changes: ESH confirmed at the beginning of March 2026 that the  
     works orders for the 50mph speed limit on the A272 Curtains Hill and 40mph speed limit on the A272 Main Road,  
     Hadlow Down are now with their Contractor for a cost estimate. The estimate should be available within 3-4 weeks.  
     However, the cost estimate will need checking and sometimes there is a delay whilst they agree the final cost with  
     their contractor. The name plate designs and locations have now been agreed.  
9. COMMUNITY CENTRE ADVISORY COMMITTEE UPDATE – No update, next meeting is 21st April 2026. 
10. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON DEVOLUTION – No decision has been made as yet, Government could not make a  
       Decision so we are back to waiting until we hear anything further.  
11. RISK ASSESSMENTS: 
       a. Assign Q1 village risk assessment: PW kindly offered to do the risk assessment. Action 1.   
12. PLAYING FIELD  
       a. Ratify approval for request to install memorial plaque and bird boxes – The Clerk explained that 2 requests had  
       come in from the Playing Field Committee, all Cllrs had received sight via email and agreed to save time. This decision  
       has now been ratified at a meeting.  
      b. To approve wording and expenditure for a sign to be installed on the Playing Field gate – The Clerk explained that a  
      sign is needed for the Playing Field gate to cover issues such as who to contact if maintenance issue, what the location  
      is for emergency services and other rules. A mock-up has been shared with both the PC and Playing Field Committee  
      and all agreed. Clerk to now obtain quotes and get the order placed. Action 2.   
13. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED – All copies can be found in full on the Parish Council website.  
       a. Update regarding gritting service – No decision has been made as yet regarding gritting. The update was noted.  
       b. A letter from Horam Parish Council – The letter was noted. 
       c. Dangerous Condition of the A272 Through Hadlow Down – Formal Notice and Request for Immediate Action – The  
       Clerk explained that the PC has seen the email thread going back and forth with this resident who gave permission to  
       share with many stakeholders. ESH responded acknowledging the concerns raised but repeated that no planned  
       works will be undertaken on the A272 this year. The Clerk updated that she has seen the resident has raised both a  
       stage 1 and stage 2 complaint with Highways about this.  
       d. Email from resident re the dangerous state of the A272 – The concerns were noted and agreed with.  
       e. Email from resident re supporting changes needed on the A272 - The concerns were noted and agreed with. 
       f. Email from resident asking if the PC will consider serving a legal notice on Highways – This was discussed and it was  
       agreed that the PC do not have funds to do this but if a private individual or groups would like to, they are welcome to  
       do so.   
       g. Shepherds Hut spotted in Waste Wood – The Council are not aware where this is, but a resident kindly offered to  
       try and find to share exact location with the Clerk.  
14. REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS (COUNCIL MATTERS AND OUTSIDE BODIES): PW reported that a gulley was recently  
      cleared but then you were unable to get over it, but PW reported to the Rights of Way team and a foot bridge was  
      installed within a few days which was excellent. ML updated that a meeting is being held in due course with the  
      church to discuss various matters, PW to also attend. Clerk to arrange. Action 3.  
15. CLERKS MATTERS: 
    a. Clerks hours for March 2026 – These were approved.  
 
 



 

16. OTHER FINANCE MATTERS:  
 a. Agree Finance Report for EOY March 2026 and April 2026 - The finance reports were noted and approved by DM 
and SL. The detail can be found in Appendix A.  
 b. Agree and sign Bank Reconciliation for March 2026 - Approved and signed by DM and SL. 
 c. Note the Q4 figures for 2025/26 and end of year report from the Clerk – The figures were noted and the year end  
 finance report. The recommendations will be discussed at then next meeting. Action 4. ML thanked the Clerk for all  
 her hard work on this and for keeping the Council to budget for 2025/26. 
 d. Approve a 3-year contract for internal audit services from Mulberry and Co – ML proposed that we agree to a 3    
 year fixed term agreement, this was seconded by PW. RESOLVED. Action 5.  
 e. Consider a grant request from Summer Show – This was discussed and it was agreed that they would support but 
as it is outside of the grant usual process, ML proposed to award £100, this was seconded by GL. All agreed. 
RESOLVED. Clerk to action payment in May 2026 with the other grants for 2026/27. Action 6.  

17. DEFIBRILLATOR BATTERY – this was checked on the 7th April 2026.  
18. ITEMS TO GO ON NEXT AGENDA: EMR movements, new PC website and dog bins.  
 

The meeting closed at 19:49. 
 

The Parish Assembly is being held on Tuesday 14th April 2026 at 19:00 
The next PC meeting date is Tuesday 5th May 2026 at 19:00 
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Date Payee Payment Details Amount

24.03.26 Vicki Rutt Q4 2025/26 mileage £22.50

24.03.26 Lucy McConachie Play area inspection March 2026 £40.00

Date Payee Payment Details Amount 

09.03.26 BT Phone and broadband for Q4 £293.51

18.03.26 ICO ICO annual renewal £47.00

31.03.26 Unity Trust Mthly service charge £7.00

16.03.26 James Blades Blades memorial stone £150.00

31.03.26 Unity Trust Bank interest £294.46

Finance report for 31st March 2026 PC meeting 

Payments by direct debit for authorisation 

Acknowledge receipt of monies 

Payments by Bank Transfer paid  pending authorisation 

Date Payee Payment Details Amount

Date Payee Payment Details Amount

28.04.26 Vicki Rutt Standing Order Salary for April 2026 £1,216.02

07.04.26 Vicki Rutt March 2026 OT £266.47

07.04.26 HMRC Tax and NI for March 2026 £366.25

07.04.26 ES Pension Fund Pension March 2026 £446.07

07.04.26  Surrey Hills solicitors  Final bill for legal works re leases £960.00

07.04.26  Hadlow Down Village Hall   Hall hire April 2026 £50.00

07.04.26  Uniserve  Setting up of new website and domain  £906.10

07.04.26  Rialtas  Annual finance software for 2026/27 £252.00

Date Payee Payment Details Amount 

Finance report for 7th April 2026 PC meeting 

Payments by Bank Transfer pending authorisation

Payments by direct debit for authorisation 

Acknowledge receipt of monies 

Payments by Bank Transfer paid  pending authorisation 

None

None

None


