Hadlow Down Parish Council Report: St Mark's Primary School — Mid-Year Update
Dear Members of the Hadlow Down Parish Council,

It has been an absolute pleasure being the interim Head of School of St Mark’s CE Primary
School in collaboration with Jo Seymour since the start of the calendar year. | have been made
to feel so welcome by all stakeholders and been so impressed by the truly amazing staff,
children and parents. The staff in a school the size of St Marks has to be a close team and |
cannot praise their dedication and commitment to the children more. The schoolis a very
settled and happy place were the children love being in school and there is a lovely buzz that
fills the air.

We have not let the awful weather over the past few weeks damping our moods and this term
has been extremely busy. All of our 3 classes have been enriched by the schools broad and
balanced curriculum.

In term 3 our youngest class Caterpillars have been learning about Antarctica and the Artic and
even had a bit of real snow to really bring their topic to life. The children have been developing
their writing and drawing skills in with their Artic scenes. In maths the children have been
focusing on 2D shapes and adding and subtracting. In term 4 the children are now investigating
about our planet and how small changes can have a big impact upon our planet.

Cocoons have been investigating sound in science. In maths the children have focused on
inequality symbols and greater and less than. In English they have been writing accounts of
what it was like for a person in Pompeii just as Mount Vesuvius was beginning to erupt. The
children have also been writing non-chronological reports about volcanoes and learnt to
organise their research, present facts clearly and support readers in navigating the text.

Red Admirals have been learning about deserts and the different biomes of the world. They
have been discovering about biodiversity and within the world of maths been looking at
fractions and percentages as well as negative numbers in real life contexts. In science the
children investigated yeast as a living organism. In writing they have written newspaper reports
including skills such as present tense and passive voice. They have also written non-
chronological reports about The Mojave Desert.

At the beginning of March we also had a wonderful time celebrating the world of books and
reading. With enormous thanks to our school charity, ‘Wings to Fly’, who provide so many
unforgettable and special experiences for the children of St Mark'. The children were able to
enjoy a session with Ed Boxall (Hastings author) on Tuesday. They got a flavour of his new book,
The Castle of Um. They explored the idea of giving someone or something a voice and generated
their own ideas for a poem based around this idea. The day was wrapped up with a wonderful
school assembly where children were given the opportunity to share their work from the day as
well as watching performances from Ed's own work and joining in with some of it.

We are lucky to have a famous children's author on our doorstep - Jane Hissey who wrote the
Old Bear stories. These timeless stories of toys' adventures from the toybox have been adored
and cherished for years and Caterpillars greatly enjoyed their visit from her on Wednesday.
Finally, the children looked wonderful dressed up in their book character outfits on Thursday
and it was a joy to hear so much 'book talk' throughout the day; the excitement they shared
about the book character they had chosen was wonderful to hear. In houses, the children



experienced a different book-related activity in each class with many cross-curricular links
showing how important book exploration is to a broad and balanced curriculum.

Recently, our students have taken part in several exciting sporting events, showcasing both their
enthusiasm and commitment to physical activity. We competed in a cross country event where
two of our runners performed exceptionally well, demonstrating great perseverance and
determination, and successfully qualified to represent North Wealden—an outstanding
achievement. They will now go on to compete in Crawley on Thursday 26th, and we wish them
the very best of luck.

Our Year 5 and 6 netball team also took part in a competitive tournament, where they finished
4th out of 8 teams. Throughout the event, the team displayed excellent teamwork, resilience,
and sportsmanship, supporting one another and improving with each match.

Our Year 2, 3, and 4 pupils also attended a netball tournament, where the teamwork and
positivity shown was fantastic. After losing their first match, the children showed great
determination and resilience, improving significantly with each game. Their progress from the
first match to the last was incredible, and they went on to achieve an impressive 2nd place out
of 8 teams.

In addition, some of our Year 2, 3, and 4 pupils attended a Personal Best Festival. During this
event, the children first attempted a range of skills, before receiving expert coaching from
students at Uckfield College. They then had the opportunity to try again and beat their original
scores, helping them to experience the value of practice, perseverance, and self-improvement.

We also attended a Year 5 and 6 tag rugby festival, where pupils took part in a range of skills-
based learning activities before putting these into practice in matches. It was a fantastic event,
and all of the children had a great time while developing their understanding of the game.

We have also been delighted to welcome students from Uckfield College into St Mark’s, who
have been working with our pupils to teach them new activities such as boccia and four square.
The children thoroughly enjoyed learning these new skills and embraced the opportunity with
great enthusiasm.

We are incredibly proud of all our pupils for their positive attitudes, effort, and willingness to
take partin these opportunities.

Our relationship with Sussex Spires Federation continues to grow with shared INSET days and
senior leaders working collaboratively to drive all three schools forward. Staff across the three
schools are now working as teams in regards of subject leadership and the supportive
environment of working as a bigger team is really starting to flourish. The plans for becoming
fully federated with Sussex Spires are firmly in motion and in its final stages.

Itis an exciting time for the school with the new Head of School, Karen Evans starting after the
Easter break. She brings with her many years of experience and is excited to start working with
children, parents, staff and the local community. Karen will further update you all once she has
got stuck into her new role.

Kind regards

Darren Gurr



