Report from Cllr Michael Lunn May 2026
East Sussex County Council

I would like to start this monthly report stating that | am in a slightly unusual position of being
Parish Council Chairman, District Councillor and now County Councillor.

Although | do recognise that there may be times of conflict of interest between the roles, | do
hope to keep the roles distinctly clear, and | hope Members of the Public and Parish councillors
hold me to account like any other role. If a conflict of interest is identified | will ensure that is
disclosed and request the Deputy Chair take over for that specific item. Obviously, the role of
District Councillor and County Councillor will merge next year into one role (subject to the
Government maintaining its timetable) for Local Government Reorganisation.

I would like to pay tribute to all the candidates that ran for election on May 7. Running for
election across such a huge geographical area is not easy and | have the greatest respect for
those trying.

I would also like to thank and acknowledge former County Councillor Bob Standley who acted
as a County Councillor for 13 years and nearly 23 years as District Councillor. It will be a tough
act to follow but | will do my best.

Now turning to current affairs and updates related to ESCC.

Firstly the outcome of the election returned 22 Reform, 11 Green, 13 Lib Dems 3 conservative, 0
Labour and 1 Independent. That leaves the County Council with No overall control. As the
biggest group the Reform UK Party will lead the Council as a Minority Group. No formal
agreement or Coalitions have been formed with any other groups.

e Cllr Andy Wooley is the Leader and Cabinet Member for Strategic Projects

o  Cllr Peter Morley, Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Economy

e Cllr Martin Kenward is Chairman

e Cllr Stephen Chapman is the Cabinet Member for Resources and Climate Change
e Cllr Mark Estcourt is the Cabinet Member for Adult Social Care and Health

e Cllr Daniel Bradley is the Cabinet Member for Children and Families

e Cllr Paul Soane is the Cabinet Member for Education

o Cllr Peter Griffiths is the Cabinet Member of Transport and Environment

As you can see the Reform UK Group is running a Minority Group and no alliances have been
formed which will mean that the Conservative Group will have casting votes to either support or
reject proposals being put forward by the Reform UK Group.

Since the Election, much of the activity has been around inductions and training to get the
County Council operating, although given that this process re-runs in a years time | do not
anticipate much change.

A272 Road Surface

| have already raised the issues of poor surface maintenance on the A272 through Hadlow Down
and up to the A267 Junction. | have been told by officers that there is a £350 million pound
shortfall. However, there remains a statutory requirement that the road is safe to drive. | have
had meetings with Becky Shaw, CEO and also Cllr Andy Wooley to express my concern



regarding the state of A272 through Hadlow Down Parish. | have also spoken to multiple
officers, pending more formal meetings. | hope to achieve the following:

1. To secure a public meeting with Highway representatives to explain themselves

2. To secure a site visit with Highway Steward and a leading officer or Portfolio Holder to
review case by case of potholes and drainage

3. To continue to lobby for a re-surface of the whole road.
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