
Correspondence for 4th August 2026 PC meeting 

 

Update on Local Government Reorganisation 

Dear Clerk  

 

The below has just been published by ESCC:  

 

Calls for Government to reconsider unpopular plan for council reorganisation 

 

EAST Sussex leaders have called on ministers to urgently reconsider plans to move 23,600 

residents into an expanded Brighton & Hove. 

 

Whilst most of East Sussex will stay together allowing strong partnerships to continue, the 

Government has announced that the reorganisation of local government will see 

Peacehaven, Telscombe, East Saltdean move to the city’s authority from 2028, despite very 

strong opposition. Falmer will remain with the new East Sussex authority. 

 

“We will be asking Ministers to urgently reconsider,” said Cllr Andy Woolley, leader of East 

Sussex County Council. 

 

“While Government has largely accepted that the strong partnerships in East Sussex will 

flourish best by continuing together, it is bitterly disappointing this has been compromised 

by the severing of some of our communities. 

 

“This is especially hurtful for the people and businesses of East Saltdean, Peacehaven, 

Telscombe who vigorously opposed suggestions to move them and strongly expressed a 

desire to remain in East Sussex.  It is not clear why their views have been over-ruled. 

 

“East Sussex would be in an even stronger position as one unitary authority. As our business 

case showed, it is a model which will be able save money, build on the existing strong 

working partnerships in the county and serve different communities in a place with a distinct 

and recognisable identity.” 

 

Whilst calling for Government to reconsider, Cllr Woolley said he would work closely with 

partners to protect local services and secure the best possible outcome for the people and 

communities of East Sussex. 

 

A new unitary authority for the majority of East Sussex would have a population of around 

530,000. 

 



Under the government plans, councillors will be elected to a shadow form of the new 

authority in May 2027. It will run alongside existing county and borough/district councils 

until April 2028 when it will become the single authority for the area. 

 

Water Leak at junction of School Lane & Five Chimneys Lane 

Hi Michael, 

  

There never used to be a flow of water along Five Chimneys Lane and at the junction of 

School Lane until about 7 years ago. 

  

I have in the past repeatedly report this issue which always gets recognised by the SE Water 

reporting system as a being true issue but it never gets fixed. Well it just cannot be field run 

off now can it!? 

  

I feel it needs someone in authority to raise this issue to get something permanently done so 

OVER TO YOU …..         

 

Water bowser for Hadlow Down  

Hi Vicki, 

 

Hope you are keeping well.  We have a bowser that is ready for collection if you would like to 

have it.  Please feel free to contact me using the details below to arrange the collection. 

 

Formally appoint and minute a 4-year term for Penny Elliott at Mayfield Trust 

Dear Vicki 

There is a bit more to the Parish confirming Penny's appointment as a trustee of the 

Mayfield Trust. I attach an extract from the Charity Commission Scheme dated 11 August 

1986. 

The Trust's minutes of 29.09.2016 state "Mrs Eliot's appointment had been confirmed at the 

Parish Council's meeting on 6th September ...Mrs Eliot's first term of office would run until 

May 2020." 

There is nothing in subsequent Trust minutes indicating the Parish Council had renewed Mrs 

Eliot's appointment in or after May 2020. 

It would be helpful if the Parish Council meeting could record Mrs Eliot continuing to act as 

trustee from May 2020 and confirming her re-appointment as trustee for 4 years from the 

date of that meeting. 

Could I please have a copy of the minute of the meeting re-appointing Mrs Eliot once this 

has been done. 



Email from Village Hall Committee regarding Terms of Refence for Advisory Committee 

Dear Vicki 

 

Further to our meeting on Tuesday, 7th July, the Hadlow Down Village Hall committee would 

like to request formally that the Parish Council consider changing the Terms of Reference for 

the Advisory Committee to include a Village Hall representative.   As explained, we feel that, 

due to the progress that has been made, it is now appropriate for the Village Hall to be party 

to the discussions as the future of the new community centre is now tied directly to the old 

village hall and therefore it would be in everyone’s interests that all parties are represented 

in the discussions. 

 

We will await the decision by the Parish Council on this matter but would urge you to 

consider this as a matter of urgency. 

 


