DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING of Hadlow Down Parish Council
held in Hadlow Down Village Hall, Hadlow Down
at 7pm on Tuesday 7t" July 2026

Present: Councillors: Michael Lunn (ML) Chairman (as well as Clir for WDC and EDCC), Peter Weston (PW) Vice-Chairman,
Stephen Lester (SL), Alan Hobbs (AH), David Munday (DM) and Graham Long (GL).
In attendance: Vicki Rutt (Clerk) and 6 members of the public.
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PUBLIC QUESTIONS — A resident reported the very sad death of Lesley Waddington, the Parish Council’s

thoughts are with her family. The recent Village Party event run by the Village Fayre Committee was fantastic, and
well attended event and the team should be thanked. A resident stated that the play equipment is very poor

state and needs sorting ASAP. A resident thanked the Clerk for reporting the tyres being fly tipped, now the area

is being used by residents dumping their garden waste. Clerk to report. Action 1. A resident read out a statement
regarding two AD planning applications, Clirs agreed that the Clerk would obtain a copy of the statement and

submit to WDC as District Councillor Lunn had already called an intervention in on these applications. Action 2.
APOLOGIES - Apologies received and accepted from CllIr Floyd.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST — None.

MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on the 2" June 2026 was recommended for approval and signed as a true record
(previously circulated).

OUTSTANDING ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS:

a. Action Log - Clerk reported from the action log which is available on the village website.

b. Clerks report - This was noted (previously circulated).

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

WD/2026/1285/LB for HASTINGFORD HOUSE, HASTINGFORD LANE, HADLOW DOWN, TN22 4DY

Specialist repair and conservation works to the timber frame, re-rendering of infill panels, repointing, removal and re
instalment of weatherboard cladding, repair and replacement of windows and doors.

PC comments: All ClIrs present voted in favour of this application, so fully support due to the sympathetic nature of the
building and AONB.

PLANNING APPROVALS

WD/2026/0864/F for CRANBROOK, WAGHORNS LANE, HADLOW DOWN, TN22 4JA - Noted.

PLANNING ENFORCEMENT

e Drakes Den - The site is subject to a live application, so WDC are unable to take any further action until this

application is under consideration.

o Wander Down and Mill View Farm — Cases are closed.

e Tinkers Park — the enforcement case is closed pending the outcome of WD/2025/0654/FR.

REPORTS FROM CLLR MICHAEL LUNN, WDC and ESCC - Copies of the reports can be found in full on the PC website.
ESCC and WDCC — ClIr Lunn read from his written reports. A resident asked about the speed changes on the A272, Clir
Lunn explained that there were no responses to the recent consultation so now awaiting the scheme design to be
finalised and contractor sourced.

HIGHWAYS

a. Update from ESH regarding remedial surface dressing repairs — ESH are doing remedial surface dressing repairs in
Five Chimneys Lane and Hastingford Lane. This is at the contractor’s expense after Clir Lunn (ESCC) raised a complaint
that the surface dressing from last year had failed.

b. Update on School Lane closure in August 2026 — ESH and UKPN have confirmed that letters will be posted to those
affected nearer the time but to confirm School Lane will be closed between the 10t — 28™ August 2026 in order for
them to replace the transformer and low voltage pillar within the substation.
COMMUNITY CENTRE ADVISORY COMMITTEE UPDATE - Nothing to update at this time.

UPDATE FROM RECENT MEETING WITH ST MARK’S CHURCH - Clirs noted the Clerks report from this meeting. The
Glebeland was discussed about possibly being acquired by the PC, this will be a future agenda item for the Council to
fully discuss and consider. Action 3.
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RISK ASSESSMENTS:

a. Note receipt of the ROSPA safety play area inspection report for June 2026 — The inspection was noted.

b. Review, discuss and agree next steps following the ROSPA inspection report — The Clerk explained that the play
area is going to be removed in due course when a new play area is built in the new location in the old ball pit location.
The recent ROSPA inspection report raised some medium and high-risk concerns about the play area so the Clerk
recommended immediate removal. Cllr Lunn was concerned to do this due to the summer holidays approaching.

SL proposed that the play area is closed from October 2026, this was seconded by DM. RESOLVED.

In the meantime, to ensure it can remain open until then, GL is going to look at raising the seat of the zip wire.

Action 4. The multi play area slide will be removed ASAP as this is not useable nor safe, and continues to be used
despite being fenced off. Action 5. It was agreed that a Cllr also needs to do weekly checks at this time to ensure the
play area is safe, particularly looking at the timber. GL will do this until the next meeting. Action 6.

APPROVE THE FINAL COMMUNITY PLAN — The final plan was approved, and the Clerk will now publish widely. The
Clerk was thanked for her work on this. Action 7.

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED - All copies can be found in full on the Parish Council website.

None.

REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS (COUNCIL MATTERS AND OUTSIDE BODIES): GL reported that thistle clearing is still
happening at the burial ground. GL also kindly put the new sign on the playing field gate. PW reported that he spent 4
hours with a SWARCO engineer and now the SID outside the Church is brighter and has been configured. The battery
life of the SIDs will be monitored and new ones will need to be budgeted for in 2027/28 budget, Clerk to note.

Action 8. ML reported that a resident informed him that Sussex Police are still not recording Hadlow Down as a venue
for PCSO meetings so this has been reported and await response.

CLERKS MATTERS:

a. Clerks hours for June 2026 — These were approved.

b. Changes to the publication of members’ home addresses in registers of interests — The Clerk reported that WDC put
out a briefing note stating from the 29t June, Clirs home addresses will be removed from the WDC website and all
Clerks to redact the addresses on the register of interest forms showed on the PC website. Clerk to action. Action 9.
OTHER FINANCE MATTERS:

a. Agree Finance Report for July 2026 - The finance reports were noted and approved by PW and SL. The detail can be
found in Appendix A.

b. Agree and sign Bank Reconciliation for June 2026 — Approved and signed by PW and SL.

c. Note annual CIL report submission for 2025/26 — This was noted.

d. Note Clerks report on play area proposal timeline — This was noted and approved. Clerk to action. Action 10.

e. Note receipt of Q1 figures for 2026/27 and latest EMR figures — This was noted.

DEFIBRILLATOR BATTERY - this was checked on the 7" July 2026.

ITEMS TO GO ON NEXT AGENDA: None.

The meeting closed at 19:57

The next PC meeting date is Tuesday 4" August 2026 at 19:00



Appendix A

Finance report for 7th July 2026 PC meeting

Payments by Bank Transfer paid pending authorisation

Date Payee Payment Details Amount
10.06.26 Vicki Rutt Reimburse for LCN renewal £604.55
Payments by Bank Transfer pending authorisation

Date Payee Payment Details Amount
28.07.26 Vicki Rutt Standing Order Salary for July 2026 £1,216.02
07.07.26 Vicki Rutt OT May 2026 £153.74
07.07.26 HMRC Tax and NI for June 2026 £296.13
07.07.26 East Sussex Pension Fund Pension June 2026 £371.60
07.07.26 Vicki Rutt Q1 mileage for 2026/27 £33.00
07.07.26 R A Waters Paddock and Field Verge cutting £120.00
07.07.26 Lucy McConachie Play area inspection June 2026 £40.00
07.07.26 ROSPA Play safety Play area annual safety inspection £114.00
07.07.26 Hadlow Down Village Hall Hall hire July 2026 £72.40
Payments by direct debit for authorisation

Date Payee Payment Details Amount
08.06.26 BT Q1 phone and broadband £317.27
Acknowledge receipt of monies

30.06.26 Unity Trust | Interest £278.99




