MINUTES OF THE MEETING of Hadlow Down Parish Council
held in Hadlow Down Village Hall, Hadlow Down
at 7pm on Tuesday 2" June 2026

Present: Councillors: Michael Lunn (ML) Chairman (as well as Clir for WDC and EDCC), Stephen Lester (SL), Ben Floyd (BF),
Alan Hobbs (AH), David Munday (DM) and Graham Long (GL).
In attendance: Vicki Rutt (Clerk) and one member of the public.

The Clerk read out the following statement:

At the May 2026 annual meeting, in his absence, Cllr Lunn was appointed as Chairman of the Parish Council. No other
Councillor wanted the role. The Parish Council note that we are in an unusual position of having Clir Lunn as the Parish
Council Chairman, District Councillor and now County Councillor. We recognise there may be times of conflict between
these roles, if this happens the Clerk or Vice Chair will raise this and the Vice Chair will take over for that specific item.

55. PUBLIC QUESTIONS - There were no public questions, but ML wanted to congratulate Tinkers Park on a very
well attended and well-run event at the weekend. Also, congratulations for 60 years. Clerk to send a note to
the trustees. Action 1.

56. APOLOGIES — Apologies were received and accepted from Cllir Weston.

56. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST — None.

57. MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on the 5" May 2026 was recommended for approval and signed as a true
record (previously circulated).

58. OUTSTANDING ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
a. Action Log - Clerk reported from the action log which is available on the village website.
b. Clerks report - This was noted (previously circulated).

59. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a. WD/2026/0781/F for 5 STANDEN MEWS, HADLOW DOWN, TN22 4HG
Two storey attached dwelling.
PC comments: The Council voted 4 in favour, 1 against and 1 abstained. Therefore, the Council SUPPORT this
application but would like it noted they would like the dark skies policy to be adhered to for the sky lights and
the Council have concerns regarding parking provision and access.

60. REPORTS FROM CLLR MICHAEL LUNN, WDC and ESCC - Full written reports available on the PC website.
ESCC — ClIr Lunn reported that ESCC officers have been welcoming and supportive. He has been attending his first few
weeks training. Cllr Lunn updated that he has had many meetings with Highways regarding the road surface of the
A272 and drainage issues. ESCC need £350m in order to get all roads in East Sussex up to standard, they are currently
paying £40m.
WNDC - ClIr Lunn reported that the Government is bringing forward changes to minor planning applications. Parish
Councils will still be able to comment; however, District Councillors can no longer call them into Committee from
September 2026. It will be an Officer decision which everyone felt was not right and undermines democracy.
Standing Orders dropped. A resident asked a question about building all these houses but there is a water shortage.
Clir Lunn explained that water companies are not a statutory consultee, so they are not consulted but they have a
duty to supply. Standing Orders reinstated. Clir Lunn is aware there has been many complaints about the food waste
caddies, if you have feedback, please contact him via cllr.michael.lunn@wealden.gov.uk

61. HIGHWAYS
a. Public meeting with Highways — The date has been set for Tuesday 28™ July 2026 at 7pm in the Village Hall. A
poster has been circulated on social media and sent over for including in the next edition of the Parish Magazine.

62. COMMUNITY CENTRE ADVISORY COMMITTEE UPDATE:
a. Discuss and review the Terms of Reference for this Committee and whether they need amending at this time —
It was agreed the terms of reference would remain unchanged, except the names of the lay persons will be removed,
so, it will just state 2 laypersons to be on the membership of the committee. Action 2.

63. ANNUAL GOVERNANCE
a. Review of representation on or work with external bodies for 2026/27 — Agreed as below:
o Mayfield Trust — Penny Eliott
e Hadlow Down Village Hall — ClIr Stephen Lester
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64.

65.
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67.

68.

69.
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71.
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e Hadlow Down Community Centre Committee — ClIr Stephen Lester
e Playing Field Committee — ClIr Ben Floyd
e Wealden Railway Parish Group — ClIr David Munday
b. Discuss and agree Councillor’s responsibilities for 2026/27 - the following responsibilities were agreed:
e ML — Community Plan, Public Transport, Wealden District Association of Local Councils, Police &

Neighbourhood Watch
e PW —Strengthening Local Relationships Meetings/Support, Speed Indicator Device
e BF —Playing Field, Planning Applications, Parish Panel Meetings
e DM —Planning Applications, Parish Panel Meetings, Emergency Co-ordination Plan
e SL—Rights of Way
e AH - Tree Warden
e GL - Burial Ground
c. Review and approve the Asset register for 2026 - the Assets Register was reviewed and agreed.
RISK ASSESSMENTS:
a. Discuss volunteer working group — At the Parish Assembly, two residents enquired about a volunteer working group
clearing the pavements and doing other small tasks around the community. The Clerk has looked into this and liaised
with Buxted Parish Council as they had a group who set up a volunteer working group called ‘Buxted Together’. The
leader of this group has been incredibly helpful and shared information to the Clerk. It was agreed that HDPC would
fully support a group being formed and would help finance the purchasing of equipment and would assist in the
governance i.e. risk assessments, advertising etc but the group would need to be separate from the PC and would
need their own insurance. If anyone is interested, please contact the Clerk directly.
REVIEW AND APPROVE THE COMMUNITY PLAN - Following the Parish Assembly in April 2025, the community plan
was re-addressed and draft was circulated to all Cllrs. The document will now be updated fully and circulated as a final
live working document at the July PC meeting ready for publishing widely. Action 3.
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED - All copies can be found in full on the Parish Council website.
a. Discuss and approve response to the second consultation on Local Government Reorganisation, deadline 15 June
— It was agreed that Cllrs would respond individually if they wished.
b. Parish Council request for urgent public meeting re A272 — The email that the Clerk sent to Highways was noted
and a date for a Public Meeting with Highways has been set, as discussed in agenda item 61a.
c. Update on stage 2 complaints with ESH — Noted.
REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS (COUNCIL MATTERS AND OUTSIDE BODIES): AH reported that a tree was down on
a bridlepath, he cut and remove this, thanks expressed to AH. BF reported a thick tree limb hanging over the A272, AH
to look at this. Action 4. GL has been continuing to remove thistles from the burial ground. ML reported that he met
with PCSO Choppin, nothing significant has happened in Hadlow Down.
CLERKS MATTERS:
a. Clerks hours for May 2026 — These were approved.
b. Acknowledge the new Parish Council website — The new Parish Council website is now live and can be found here:
https://www.hadlowdown-pc.gov.uk
OTHER FINANCE MATTERS:
a. Agree Finance Report for June 2026 - The finance reports were noted and approved by DM and SL. The detail can be
found in Appendix A.
b. Agree and sign Bank Reconciliation for May 2026 — Approved and signed by DM and SL.
c. To confirm receipt of Internal Auditors report for 2025/26 and note any recommendations - Clirs confirmed receipt
of the report and there were no recommendations. Thanks expressed to the Clerk for all her hard work.
d. Approve and sign Section 1 of AGAR 2025/26 - Section 1 of the AGAR for 2025/26 was approved and signed by the
Chair.
e. Approve and sign Section 2 of AGAR 2025/26 - Section 2 of the AGAR for 2025/26 was approved and signed by the
Chair. Clerk to now submit to external auditor. Action 4.
f. To note dates of the Public Rights notice period for 2025/26 - These dates were noted by all Clirs.
DEFIBRILLATOR BATTERY - this was checked on the 2™ June 2026.
ITEMS TO GO ON NEXT AGENDA: Final community plan and update re church meeting.
To exclude the public attendance for agenda item 73, the following resolution must be passed.
That in accordance with section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, and as extended by
Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972, that the public including the press be excluded from the meeting for
the consideration of agenda item 73 as lease and legal matters are to be discussed, and this would be prejudicial to
the public interest because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

This was proposed by DM and seconded by BF. All agreed. The meeting moved into a confidential session at 20:00.

**CONFIDENTIAL SESSION**


https://www.hadlowdown-pc.gov.uk/

73. TO DISCUSS THE PROPOSED AGENDA FOR A MEETING REQUEST BY THE VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE
The proposed agenda received from the Village Hall Committee for an upcoming meeting was discussed and noted.

The meeting closed at 20:06

The next PC meeting date is Tuesday 7t July 2026 at 19:00

Appendix A

Finance report for 2nd June 2026 PC meeting

Payments by Bank Transfer paid pending authorisation

Date Payee Payment Details Amount
Payments by Bank Transfer pending authorisation

Date Payee Payment Details Amount
28.05.26 Vicki Rutt Standing Order Salary for June 2026 £1,216.02
02.06.26 Vicki Rutt OT April 2026 £540.39
02.06.26 HMRC Tax and NI for May 2026 £536.37
02.06.26 East Sussex Pension Fund Pension May 2026 £508.81
02.06.26 The Keep Annual subscription £30.00
02.06.26 Viking Ink cartridges £305.97
02.06.26 Michael Catt Playing field gate sign £30.00
02.06.26 Hadlow Down Village Hall Hall hire June 2026 £50.00
02.06.26 Mrs Lucy McConachie Play area inspection May 2026 £40.00
02.06.26 Citizen Advice Bureau Approved grant for 2026/27 £250.00
02.06.26 Village Hall Approved grant for 2026/27 £250.00
02.06.26 Playing Field Committee Approved grant for 2026/27 £2,625.00
02.06.26 Parish magazine Approved grant for 2026/27 £750.00
02.06.26 Hadlow Down Summer Show Approved grant for 2026/27 £100.00
Payments by direct debit for authorisation

Date Payee Payment Details Amount
31.05.26 Unity Trust Bank Charge May 2026 £7.00
Acknowledge receipt of monies.

None




