
Cllr Michael Lunn - East Sussex County Council 

 

There have been no substantial meetings since the last Parish meeting.   The next full Council is on 

13th October.  Over the past year there has been a lot of discussion about devolution, local 

government reorganisation and the future of councils in Sussex. Residents have asked what this 

actually means for our local communities, so I wanted to provide a brief update.  

  

Sussex is already moving forward with devolution through the Sussex & Brighton Strategic Authority, 

which brings together East Sussex, West Sussex and Brighton & Hove. The first directly elected Mayor 

for Sussex & Brighton is currently expected in 2028.  

  

The aim is for more decisions to be made locally rather than by central government, particularly in 

areas such as: 

  

•Transport and infrastructure 

• Skills and employment 

• Housing and regeneration 

• Economic growth and investment 

• Strategic environmental priorities  

  

Alongside devolution, local government is also expected to change significantly. Current proposals 

would see the existing county and district council structure replaced by a new unitary authority, 

meaning services currently delivered by East Sussex County Council and Wealden District Council 

would eventually be provided by a single council.  

  

For residents in #Wealden, the important questions are likely to be: 

  Will local communities continue to have a strong voice? 

  How will rural communities be represented? 

  What will happen to local services and community assets? 

  How can we ensure decisions affecting our area are not made too far away from the 

communities they impact?  

  

At the moment, no immediate changes are being made to the services residents receive. Your bins 

will still be collected, roads maintained, schools supported and council services delivered as normal. 

The detailed work on future arrangements is still ongoing.  

  

As your County and District Councillor, my priority is making sure that Hadlow Down and the wider 

North East Wealden area continue to have a strong voice as these reforms develop. Rural 

communities have different needs to larger urban centres, and it is important that those needs are 

fully recognised in any future arrangements. 

  

Parish Councils will not be changing but may take on extra responsibility or assets. 

  

East Sussex Unitary Council elections and Parish Council elections are due to take place in May 2027 

and Sussex Mayoral elections in 2028. 

  



I will continue to keep Hadlow Down Parish Council and  residents informed as more details emerge. 

  

Pot holes / drainage issues 

 

These are ongoing and I can confirm that I have made regular interventions on the most serious 

issues impacting on the A272 and School Lane. Further works on the A272 are due to be carried out 

from Monday 21 September at 7pm to Saturday 3 October 2026 at 6am. My primary aim is to try 

and get the A272 to a reasonable standard before winter. A full resurface of the A272 through 

Hadlow Down has been planned in 2027/2028 to a cost of over £1.5 million pounds.  

  

Drainage works are not due until November, but I recognise that we are likely to encounter problems 

before then at the top of Tinkers Lane, Mayfield Flats and near Civers and Five Chimneys Lane. These 

will need to be escalated at the time as emergency works.  

  

If you are a local resident of the area and have any questions or if I can help you with any issues 

please do drop me a line via cllr.michael.lunn@eastsussex.gov.uk 

 

mailto:cllr.michael.lunn@eastsussex.gov.uk

