MINUTES OF THE MEETING of Hadlow Down Parish Council
held in Hadlow Down Village Hall, Hadlow Down
at 7pm on Tuesday 4" August 2026

Present: Councillors: Michael Lunn (ML) Chairman (as well as Clir for WDC and EDCC), Peter Weston (PW) Vice-Chairman,
Stephen Lester (SL), Ben Floyd (BF) and David Munday (DM).
In attendance: Vicki Rutt (Clerk) and 1 member of the public.
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PUBLIC QUESTIONS - None.

APOLOGIES — Apologies received and accepted from Clir Long and ClIr Hobbs.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST — None.

MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on the 7t July 2026 was recommended for approval and signed as a true record
(previously circulated).

OUTSTANDING ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS:

a. Action Log - Clerk reported from the action log which is available on the village website.

b. Clerks report - This was noted (previously circulated).

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a. WD/2026/1393/F and WD/2026/1389/LB for Hastingford House, Hastingford Lane, Hadlow Down

Installation of a freestanding EV charger.

PC agreed that no comments to be submitted.

REPORTS FROM CLLR MICHAEL LUNN, WDC and ESCC - ClIr Lunn provided a verbal update.

ESCC — ClIr Lunn reported that he is continuing to have ongoing dialogue with Highways, including regular
conversation with the Stakeholder Manager. He is scheduling a drive around with the Highway Steward. Drains and
gullies are scheduled to be looked at in November 2026. This will be monitored and will escalate if needed when we
get rain. Regarding Local Government Reorganisation, as of next year the Government have announced that there will
be Unitary Council Elections which will shadow the County Council for 12 months before taking over. The County
Council will cease to exist from May 2028. The new Unitary Authority will formally take over from May 2028 having
shadowed for 12 months. The District Councils will cease to exist from May 2028 and there will be no further District
Council elections However there will be Elections for the Unitary Council and Parish Councils to be held in May 2027.
WDC — ClIr Lunn reported that not much to report on as in summer season, the big 100 celebration of Winnie the
Pooh has started with WDC supporting Ashdown Forest to the sum of £0.45m. it is a way of raising awareness and
Encouraging visitors to Ashdown Forest. The Minor Planning Committee will no longer exist from September 2026.
Minor applications, which cover 10 houses or less, will now be decided by Officers and will no longer be able to be
called into Committee by District Councillors. This is a significant change which undermines scrutiny of controversial
planning applications. Local Plan, first stage of Reg 18, now progressing to Reg 19, tabled at Full Council in November
2026. We will receive the content of this and the linked feedback, the outcome of the Local Plan will be very different.
The officers have admitted that the junction of A267/A272 traffic will increase, not decrease. CIL funds are still being
looked into, there is a backlog, they are looking at spending £20m. Standing Orders dropped. A resident asked will
there be other changes to planning. Clir Lunn reported that the PC will still be a consultee and immediate residents
will also be consulted. Standing Orders reinstated.

HIGHWAYS

a. Discuss reigniting Speedwatch group — This was agreed that could re-start the Speedwatch group but do need
volunteers. The Clerk confirmed that 3 people have come forward. Clerk to put out an advert in the Parish Magazine
to see if anyone is interested. Action 1.

100. COMMUNITY CENTRE ADVISORY COMMITTEE UPDATE — Nothing to update at this time. Awaiting news from

Wealden District Council, due September/October 2026.

101. RISK ASSESSMENTS:

a. Receive update on play area — The Clerk reported that the picnic benches have been removed and she is looking for
someone to remove the multi play frame. Clerk was provided with another name to try. Action 2.

b. Receive update on burial ground — The Clerk reported that the Church recently arranged for a broken tree to be
removed. Cllr Long has contacted the Clerk to say there are other trees in the Glebeland that need action. Clerk to
liaise with the Church. Action 3.




102. DISCUSS AND AGREE WHETHER TO APPROACH DIOCESE ABOUT LEASING OR PURCHASING GLEBELAND
ML updated that following a recent meeting with St Mark’s where they confirmed that the Diocese is no longer
interested in turning the Glebeland into a car park, it was discussed whether the PC approach the Diocese. ML
proposed that the Clerk would write to the Diocese to see if they would be willing to lease the Glebeland so the
Parish Council could protect it for future use and maybe create a picnic area or walk through. This was seconded by
BF. All ClIrs agreed. RESOLVED. Clerk to write to the Diocese. Action 4.
103. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED - All copies can be found in full on the Parish Council website.

a. Update on Local Government Reorganisation — This was noted.

b. Water Leak at junction of School Lane & Five Chimneys Lane — This was noted and resident has reported also.

c. Water bowser for Hadlow Down — The Clerk has managed to secure a water bowser for the use of Hadlow Down in

the event of a water shortage and animals need tending to. Bowser to be placed on the Parish Council Asset register.

Clerk to arrange for Clir Lunn to collect. Action 5.

d. Formally appoint and minute a 4-year term for Penny Elliott at Mayfield Trust — The Clerk reported that whilst

Penny Elliott is confirmed as the Mayfield Trust trustee on behalf of the Parish Council every year at our AGM,

Mayfield Trust requires a minute reference to show the 4-year term that Penny has been appointed. Therefore, ML

proposed that Penny Elliott is appointed the trustee from 2016 — 2020, another 4-year term for 2020 — 2024 and now

another 4-year term from 2024 — 2028. This was seconded by BF and all Clirs agreed. RESOLVED. Clerk to update

Mayfield Trust. Action 6.

e. Email from Village Hall Committee regarding Terms of Refence for Advisory Committee — It was confirmed that all

Clirs have received and no Clirs support a resolution at this time.

104. REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS (COUNCIL MATTERS AND OUTSIDE BODIES): PW has reported the open reach wire
by telephone box, Clerk to also report. Action 7. ML reported meeting with PCSO Choppin recently who has updated
that there is a local criminal gang back who are targeting high value equipment such as trailers, quad bikes and
generators. Please be vigilant, anything suspicious or multiple vehicles parked up in lanes should be reported to
Sussex Police via a 999 emergency call. PCSO Choppin is setting up a Street Meeting in October 2026, date TBC.

105. CLERKS MATTERS:

a. Clerks hours for July 2026 — These were approved.

106. OTHER FINANCE MATTERS:

a. Agree Finance Report for August 2026 - The finance reports were noted and approved. The paperwork will be
signed at the September meeting. The detail can be found in Appendix A. PW and DM will do the payments online.
b. Agree and sign Bank Reconciliation for July 2026 — The Bank Rec for July 2026 was noted and approved. The
paperwork will be signed at the September meeting.

107. DEFIBRILLATOR BATTERY - this was checked on the 4™ August 2026.

108. ITEMS TO GO ON NEXT AGENDA: Play area survey.

The meeting closed at 19:38

The next PC meeting date is Tuesday 1% September at 19:00

Appendix A

Finance report for 4th August 2026 PC meeting

Payments by Bank Transfer paid pending authorisation

Date Payee Payment Details Amount
None

Payments by Bank Transfer pending authorisation

Date Payee Payment Details Amount
28.07.26 Vicki Rutt Standing Order Salary for August 2026 £1,216.02
04.08.26 Vicki Rutt OT June 2026 £282.49
04.08.26 HMRC Tax and NI for July 2026 £376.34
04.08.26 East Sussex Pension Fund Pension July 2026 £417.34
04.08.26 DM Payroll Services Payroll April - Sept 2026 £163.20
04.08.26 Hadlow Down Village Hall Hall hire August 2026 £50.00
04.08.26 Lucy McConachie Play area inspection July 2026 £40.00
Payments by direct debit for authorisation

Date Payee Payment Details Amount
31.07.26 Unity Trust Monthly bank charge £7.00

Acknowledge receipt of monies

None




